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Gutenberg Bible, AD 1455

THE BIBLE = collection of sacred 
texts of various genres written by 
ancient Israelite authors under 
the charism of divine inspiration

I. Introduc+on: The Bible and Archaeology



The Catholic Bible
The Canon of Scripture
46 Books of the Old Testament (OT)
27 Books of the New Testament (NT)

Core Doctrines and Dogmas

Divine InspiraOon
Formal (Plenary) Inerrancy
Dual Authorship
Senses of Scripture
Magisterial Authority

Suggested Reading: The Dogmatic 
Constitution on Divine Revelation 
(Dei Verbum)



Understanding and Interpre.ng the Bible

Ex. The Holy City of Jerusalem

1. Literal Sense
2. Spiritual Senses:

        ~Allegorical Sense
        ~Moral Sense
        ~Anagogical Sense

“The LeXer speaks of 
deeds; Allegory to faith;
The Moral how to act; 
Anagogy our desOny.” 
(CCC 118)

Senses of Scripture

Sola Scriptura? NO! 
 Magisterium and TradiOon as interpreOve guides Fundamentalism? NO!



What is Biblical Archaeology?

• BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY= examinaOon of 
the historical-cultural context of the Bible 
using the material evidence le_ behind in 
the Holy Land (Syro-PalesOne).

• Provides historical/cultural context to 
the Bible (“seang in life”).

• Supplies evidence for the evaluaOon of 
historical claims in the Bible but does 
not prove or disprove Biblical events.



ּשׁהַ תאֵםיהִ,אֱארָבָּתישִׁארֵבְּ ץרֶאָהָ תאֵוְםיִמַָ

Gen. 1:1

Dead Sea Scroll 4Q7



Why?: Communica:ng to Mankind the Good News of Salva:on



Example: Interpre.ng the Genesis 
Narra.ves





Formal Reply: Humani Generis (1950)

“The Teaching Authority of the Church does not 
forbid that, in conformity with the present state 
of human sciences and sacred theology, research 
and discussions, on the part of men experienced 
in both fields, take place with regard to the 
doctrine of evoluOon, in as far as it inquires into 
the origin of the human body as coming from 
pre-existent and living maXer – for the Catholic 
faith obliges us to hold that souls are 
immediately created by God”

Pope Pius XII

* Belief in TheisOc (God-guided) evoluOon is 
permissible for Catholics, accepted/rejected as a 
scienOfic hypothesis, not an arOcle of faith

* The Genesis account is not to be interpreted 
literalisOcally as a scienOfic account of creaOon.



II. Archaeology and Salva2on History 
from the Patriarchs to Christ



Mesopotamia

.Ur



Berith =“Covenant”

Key Principle of SalvaOon History: God’s Covenant with Mankind

= Extension of rights and 
responsibiliOes of kinship by sacred 
vow

Types: Familial and Vassal-Overlord



I. Adamic Covenant



II. Covenant with Noah



Flooding of the Persian Gulf (6000 BC)
Flooding of the Black Sea (7000 BC)

Mt. Carmel Tsunami (9500 BC)

Neolithic Flood Events 
and Historical Memory

Gilgamesh Flood 
Tablet 
(700 BC, earliest 
version 2000 BC)



Mesopotamia
Canaan

The Ancient Near East

.Ur



III. Covenant with Abraham



Ur, Iraq (3200-1900 BC)

“Ur of the Chaldees” 

Royal Tombs of Ur, handmaiden’s ornaments



Age of the Patriarchs: The Middle Bronze Age (2000-1600 BCE)



Middle Bronze Age: 
2000-1550 BC

Tell Dan gate complex (1800 BC)

Carnelian beads, Tel Aviv area: evidence for complex trade



The Middle Bronze Age and the Biblical Patriarchs
Most plausible seang: someOme between 2000 and 1600 BC



“Abraham was the father of Isaac and Isaac was the father 
of Jacob and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers…” 
(Matthew 1:2)

Isaac and Rebekah

Jacob, Esau, and “Israel”

Jacob wrestling 
with God’s 
messenger 



Middle Bronze Age: The Hyksos Dynasty 
(1650-1550 BC)
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Archaeological Approaches 
to Egypt and the Near East 

 

Instructor: Dr. G. Ludvik, ludvik@wisc.edu 
Visiting Lecturer, UW Department of Anthropology 

 
SPRING, 2021 (In Person and Online) 

Tuesday/Thursday 6:00-7:15 PM 

 

 
• Explore ancient Egyptian, 

Mediterranean, and Near 
Eastern Civilizations. 

• Discover how archaeologists 
study trade & cultural contact. 

• Examine ancient ethnicity, 
immigration, & religious 
identity. 

• Get a new perspective on the 
cultures and peoples of this 
important region. 

• Study the Pyramids; the 
Minoans/Mycenaeans; origins 
of the Israelites; the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; Petra; and more. 

• Learn archaeological research 
and presentation methods

Course Description: This course investigates the complex relationships between the 
ancient civilizations of Western Asia, North Africa, and the Mediterranean. The course 
begins with a brief introduction to the historical and archaeological records of Egypt, 
Mesopotamia, the Eastern Mediterranean/Aegean, and Syro-Palestine. Each region will 
then be examined in more detail using a series of case studies in contemporary 
approaches to interregional interaction. Students will explore the ways in which 
archaeologists study past cultural contact, with special attention to trade, 
ethnicity/immigration, and religious identity. Specific topics include: trade between 
early South Asia, the Near East, and Aegean; migration and ethnicities of the Hyksos, 
early Israelites, and Philistines; foreign relations in Biblical Judah and Israel; the Greek 
and Roman army in the Near East/Egypt; Jewish religious identities in the 1st century 
CE; Early Christian identity and liturgy; and Islamic pilgrimage. 
 

See Course Description on MyUW or Contact instructor for additional details 

• SemiOc “infiltraOon” of Egypt starts 
~1900/1800 BC; Hyksos conquer 
Lower Egypt around 1650 BC

• Plausible context of Patriarchal 
narraOve describing Joseph in Egypt

Procession of Semi:c Migrants, Beni Hassan tombs, 1900 BC

Hyksos-style ba-le 
axe, 1650-1550 BC



Joseph in Egypt

…and his 
“technicolor 
dreamcoat”



Hebrews in Goshen = Left behind Hyksos?



Moses and the Exodus from Egypt



“Why is this night different than any other?”: Tradi>on and the Exodus from Egypt



IV. The Mosaic Covenants and the Law

1. Sinai (10 Commandments)      2. Sinai II (post-calf incident).          3. Plains of Moab (Dt)



The Golden Calf and the Wilderness Wanderings



Levites and the Levi>cal Law

The Tabernacle 
and the Ark



Serabit al-Khadim, Sinai (1800-1000 BC)

Anubis Ark, tomb of Tutankhamun  

Mt. Sinai

Copper smel9ng equipment



Thutmose III (1479-1425 BC) Rameses II (1279-1213 BC)

1550-1200 BC
New Kingdom Egypt: Background to 
Exodus narra:ves

Late Bronze Age: The Earliest Hebrews



Commander Joshua and the Conquest of Canaan: 13th century  BC

Middle Bronze Age walls of Jericho

“Joshua fought the baMle of Jericho…”

~ Military conquest (Book of 
Joshua) combined with peaceful 
infiltraOon (Book of Judges)

Ark of the Covenant



Exod 20:21 Make for Me an altar of earth and 
sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your 
sacrifices of well-being, your sheep and your 
oxen… 20:22 And if you make for Me an altar 
of stones, do not build it of hewn stones; for 
by wielding your tool upon them you have 
profaned them.

Exod 20:23 Do not ascend 
My altar by steps, that 
your nakedness may not 
be exposed upon it.

Mt. Ebal altar built according to 
Exodus 20:21-23

El-Burnat, Mt. Ebal: Likely Joshua’s Altar (~1200 BC) 



The Judges: about 1200-1100 BC



Izbet Sartah, Hill CountryIden:fying the Israelites







1208 BCE



The princes are prostrate, saying, "Peace!"
Not one is raising his head among the Nine Bows.
Now that Tehenu (Libya) has come to ruin,
Hatti is pacified;
The Canaan has been plundered into every sort of woe:
Ashkelon has been overcome;
Gezer has been captured;
Yano’am is made non-existent.
Israel is laid waste and his seed is not;
Hurru is become a widow because of Egypt.

Da:ng the Exodus: The Merneptah Stele (ca. 1208 BCE)

* First reference to the people of Israel outside of biblical texts
* Israelites were in Hill Country of Canaan by 1208 BCE
* Where did they come from? 3x theories: Biblical, gradual foreign seXlement,
local Canaanites



V. The Davidic Covenant



Iron IIA Period (1100-920 BC) 



Monumental Fortification Efforts, mid-10th century

“And this is the account of the forced 
labor which King Solomon levied to build 
the house of the LORD and his own house 
and the Millo and the wall of Jerusalem 
and Hazor and Megidʹdo and Gezer.” (1 
Kings 9:15)
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Fig. 1. Map of the United Kingdom of Israel and Judah, highlighting 1 1th/10th-century B.C.E. sites with tripartite pillared 
structures by rectangles, based on Kochavi (1998a: fig. 8) and Blakely and Horton (2001: 27). The borders of Israel and 
Judah are added from the description of Halpern (2001: 406-24). Other important sites are marked with dots. Map cre- 
ated by the author and drawn by Christin M. A. Engstrom. 
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11th/10th century
Tripartite Pillared Buildings

Shading = 
Borders of 
Solomon’s 
Kingdom
(1 Kings 4:7-19)

= 11th/10th cent. 
TPB

Khirbet Summeily 
bullae, ~930 BC

Epigraphic evidence for 
Davidic kingdom: Tell Dan



The Temple of Solomon: ca. 966 BC



Iron Age IIB: A Kingdom Divided (ca. 925-722 BCE)

Finds from the Israelite 
bamah at Tell Dan



Assyrian and Babylonian Exiles

• 722 BC: Assyria and the 
“Lost Tribes” of Israel

• 586 BC: Babylon and the 
Fall of Jerusalem



PropheJc Promises:

New Temple
New King
New Kingdom
New Covenant
New Man

Time of the Prophets: most ca. 900-500 BC



The Babylonian Exile: 586 – 539 BC

An hour of reckoning for the Chosen People: Why the Exile?



Cyrus the Great and the Return from Exile



Ezra, Nehemiah, and the Return: The 5th century BC
* Judea and Samaria ruled as Persian 
Imperial provinces 539-330 BC

* CompilaOon and ediOng of earlier texts under the guidance of Holy Spirit 
occurs during the Exile and its a_ermath, leading to the compleOon of the 
canonical OT as it exists today.



Alexander and the Greeks
* 330-63 BC 

* Alexander the Great; Seleucids; Ptolemies

* Seang of 1 and 2 Maccabees

Magdala Stone, 1st cent. AD, 
showing the Menorah

Alexander Mosaic, Pompeii, Italy



HellenisOc Diaspora 



The Coming of Rome
* 63 BC to 4 BC (conquest by Pompey the Great to death of Herod)
* Roman overlords: Herod, Augustus

Augustus (r. 42 BC to AD 14)



“All roads lead to Rome”: The 
Empire under Augustus



Occupation, resistance, and expectation

Caesarea MariOma, capital of Roman PalesOne

~ Jewish naOonal resistance to Roman occupaOon 
intensified as “propheOc clock” indicated the 
imminent coming of the Messiah.

~ Rome’s legions 
deployed to protect 
eastern half of empire 
from the Parthians, 
making Judea, 
Samaria, and Galilee 
vital to imperial 
foreign policy…



Covenant Fulfillment in Christ:
Adamic
Noahic
Abrahamic
Mosaic
Davidic
New


